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Profiling a Muttaqi

Mufleh R. Osmany

A Muttaqi is one having the sublime attributes of Taqwa. Ranked at the highest level of spiritual advancement, a Muttaqi personifies the
noblest reverence of a devout believer (Momen). The natural question would be, how does one become a Muttaqi. A Muttaqi strives hard to
spiritually locate and navigate oneself on the Sirat-al Mustaqim (the straight path), which is a multi-lane spiritual highway defined by Shariah ( i:e
the laws of Holy Quran and the Holy Hadis). The infinite grace of Allah (Subhanahu wa Taala :SWT) guides & sustains a devout and striving
(Mujtahid) believer on the Sirat-al Mustaqim. That means a Muttaqi must be a staunch and unflinching believer and striving hard (practice
Muzahada) in the way of Allah (SWT), elevate oneself to a high spiritual level to merit special grace, blessings and guidance of Allah (SWT). Taqwa
is partly acquired. But the most sublime aspects of Taqwa are inspired or gifted as a divine grace from Allah (SWT). These two means of ascending
to higher levels of Taqwa are closely interlinked, spiritually. “ ... He is the Lord of Righteousness (Taqwa) and the Lord of Forgiveness.” Surah
Al-Muddathir, Ayat 56. Evidently righteousness (Taqwa) springs from the Will of Allah (SWT). Sublime inspiration of Tagwa emanates from the
infinite grace and mercy of Allah (SWT).

It is Taqwa that makes a Muttaqi. On the other hand a Muttaqi strives hard to achieve the spiritual excellence of Taqwa. One is linked to the
other in terms of cause and effect or means and end. Striving hard is the means and Taqwa is the end or goal. The substance cannot be achieved
without perfect form. The end cannot be reached without mastering the means. Taqwa is the substance and all devotional practices (Aamal)
collectively constitute the form. “ Siam (Roza) has been made obligatory for you as it was obligatory on people who came before you, so that you
can attain Tagwa”. Surah Baqarah, Ayat 183. That shows Siam is the form and Taqwa is the substance. Taqwa belongs to the esoteric domain of inner
world while most Aamals (devout practices) primarily belong to the visible world. Fear of Allah (SWT) ( i:e: Taqwa) is the serene attainment of the
inner world. To emphasize the primacy of substance in relation to form, the Holy Quran declares in Surah Al-Hajj at Ayat 37, “It is neither their meat
nor their blood that reaches Allah, it is your piety (Taqwa) that reaches Him.” Hence a Muttaqi is more concerned about the substance while forms
of devout practices like Salat, Zakat, Siam and Hajj etc. are earnestly established by him as per the laws of Shariah. The heart (Ruh or inner world) is
the abode of Tagwa. In Surah Al-Huzuraat at Ayat 3 the Holy Quran explains “ ..... their hearts has Allah tested for piety ( Taqwa)”.

Taqwa appertains to a high level of spiritual excellence. Islamic scholars have elucidated the theological significance, scope, and dimension
of Tagwa in numerous ways. Tagwa conveys a composite theological concept with very comprehensive meanings and high spiritual connotations.
The Arabic word Taqwa implies a range of meanings including piety, salvation, deliverance, redemption, and emancipation. It can also mean fear of
straying away from the supreme will of Allah (SWT) or falling short of reverential love for Allah (SWT) or not being able to ardently align ones soul
with the divine commandments. Adoration of the Lord of the universe is the highest and humblest form of reverence and worship. Taqwa is the
essence of relationship between human beings and Allah (SWT). The human race is admonished in Surah Al-Baqarah at Ayat 21 “ O ye people!
Worship your Guardian Lord, who created you, so that ye may become righteous (Muttaqi)”.

The Holy Quran refers to Tagwa in many places and in many contexts. Similarly many Holy Hadis explain the significance of Tagwa on
issue- specific and event-specific basis. The fear of Allah (SWT) , or God-fear, self-restraint, good-conduct, righteousness, and piety etc. feature all
over theological literature in the context of elucidating the paramount spiritual significance of Taqwa. Essentially, Taqwa is a proactive concept.
Viewed from another theological perspective, Taqwa can also be visualized as a defensive posture on the part of a devout traveller along the path of
Allah (SWT). It is a defensive strategy against the vile onslaught and machinations of the accursed Iblis or Satan. Putting all these together one can
say that the spiritual role of a Muttaqi is very challenging, comprehensive, and inclusive. Whatever a devout believer does , meditates, cherishes,
practices, and strives for, to please Allah (SWT) will add up to his spiritual distinction as a Muttaqi. A Muttaqi not only himself strives along the path
of Tagwa (piety) but also enjoins Taqwa for other believers. To distinguish between a rebel (Faseq) and a Muttaqi the Holy Quran poses a
fundamental question, “ ....... Or enjoins Taqwa (righteousness)”. Surah Iqrah or Al-Alaq, Ayat 12. If one does, one is a Muttaqi. If not one is
closer to a Faseq (rebel).

Relentless pursuit of Taqwa is encouraged and exhorted by the Holy Quran. In Surah Al-Imran at Ayat 102 the Holy Quran emphasizes,”O ye
who believe! Fear Allah (Attaqullah) as He should be feared and die not except in the state of Islam.” That implies the entire inner being should be
permeated with the spirit and ideals of Islam. Not just in form but in real substance. Some broad but definitive parameters that profile a Muttaqi can
be gleaned from Surah Al-Bagarah at Ayat 2 and Ayat 177. At Ayat 2 the Muttaqi is introduced as one having five attributes: (1) believing in the
unseen, (2) establishing Salat, (3)spending from the Rizik (ie: material, intellectual, social, and spiritual bounties) bestowed by Allah (SWT), in the
cause of Allah (SWT), (4) believing in the revelations conferred on the last Prophet Mohammad ( Sllallahu Alaihe Wa Sallam, SAWS) , and all the
prophets who were sent before him, and (5) having sure faith in the hereafter.



Once again a Muttaqi is described at Ayat 177 of the same Surah. Five qualities having very wide and holistic significance are articulated in
this context : (1) to believe in Allah (SWT), and the Last Day, and the Angels, and the Divine Books, and the Messengers, (2) to spend for the sake of
love for Allah (SWT), for kins, orphans, needy and the wayfarer etc., and (3) to be steadfast in prayer ( Salat) and to pay Zakat and , (4) to fulfill all
obligations that includes all obligations towards Allah (SWT) and commitments made with human beings) ( 5) to be firm and patient in pain and
adversity. These attributes of a Muttaqi are more or less similar to the qualities enumerated at Ayat 2 above. Only items no 4 and 5 are additional.

These two Ayats of Surah Al-Baqarah eloquently describe the fundamental qualities of a Muttaqi in the context of two cardinal concepts of
Islam, which are Haqullah (duties and obligations a believer owes to Allah (SWT), and Haqqul Ibaad duties and obligations in respect of all creations
of Allah (SWT). A believer enters into a holy covenant with the Creator as he humbly recognizes the transcendental attributes and the Supreme
Authority of Allah (SWT) and very willingly submits to the divine commandments laid down by the Holy Quran and the Holy Hadis. The same set of
covenants also enjoins the full respect for the rights of all creations of Allah (SWT), including human-rights. We are looking here at the holistic
aspects of Imaan (faith) and Amaal (practice). To begin with a Muttaqi must have unshakable faith (Imaan) in Allah (SWT), His Messengers, The
Day of Judgment and all the Holy Books. The Muttaqi must devoutly practice the duties (Aamal) enjoined by Shariah (ie: the laws laid down by the
Holy Quran and the Holy Hadis). A Muttaqi enjoins doing of good and forbids evil deeds. More description of a Muttaqi can be found in Surah
Al-Lail at Ayat 5 and 6. “so he gives (in charity) and fears Allah,( Wattaqa). And (in all sincerity) testifies to the best”. The Muttaqi is distinguished
here by three holy qualities: (1) devout sacrifices in the cause of Allah (SWT) and mankind (2) fear of Allah (SWT) which manifests itself in
righteous conduct in pursuance of Taqwa, and (3) sincerity and honesty in supporting all that is morally commendable (Hasan). Consequently, a
Muttaqi gets installed on the Sirat-al-Mustaqim (the straight path) with the help of divine grace and guidance of Allah (SWT). Owing to dedicated
striving in the way of Allah (SWT), a Muttaqi may merit to be ranked in the company of those who are blessed by Allah (SWT) with success in this
world and the world beyond.

Taqwa happens to be a common spiritual denominator for all the devout servants of Allah (SWT), male or female. According to the degree of
excellence of Taqwa, spiritual ranking places the Prophets of Allah (SWT) at the highest level. The Holy Quran refers to a number of categories of
exalted servants of Allah (SWT), including Siddiquns, Shaheedans, Saleheens, Mohsinin, and Abrar etc. These ranks have been referred to in
somewhat interchangeable manner and all these have been generally linked to Tagwa in different contexts. In this sense Taqwa is the reference value
for all spiritual advancements .In a generic sense all these categories of spiritual high-ups can be said to belong to the broad category of Muttaqin (a
form of plural for Muttaqi). Depending on the quality of Imaan and Aamal of a Muttaqi, level of Taqgwa may increase or decrease. Taqwa is thus a
dynamic spiritual phenomenon and not a static spiritual state. A devotee of Allah (SWT) belongs to a particular exalted spiritual rank, at a particular
point of time, contingent on the degree of excellence of Taqwa.

All the prophets of Allah (SWT) personified the summum bonum of Taqwa, with special grace and blessings from Allah (SWT). Surah
Al-Ahzab opens with the Ayat that exorts, “O Prophet ! fear Allah (Attaqullah) and hearken not to the unbelievers and the hypocrites.....”. That
quintessential level of Taqwa is beyond the ken of normal mortals. Average believers can aim at high level of Tagwa depending on soundness of
Imaan and excellence of Aamal. In Surah Al-Huzurat at Ayat 13, Allah (SWT) declares, “ .... The most honored amongst you in the sight of Allah is
the one who is most righteous (ie: Muttaqi). Again in Surah Al-Nahl we see at Ayat 128 a special emphasis on Taqwa, “For Allah is with those who
restrain themselves (a special manifestation of Tagwa) and those who do good”.

Theological literature is replete with explanations, interpretations and elucidations about the nature, dimensions and manifestations of Taqwa.

Many Islamic scholars explain Tagwa in terms of fear of Allah (SWT) or God-fear. Imam Gazzali enumerates four types of fear. First being the

abject fear of unworthy people like cowards. The second type is the fear of immature and inexperienced people confronted by unknown threats. The

third type is represented by rational response to evil to the point of overcoming it as a defensive overture. The noblest manifestation of fear is the

reverential awe akin to love. It is the noble fear of things that may displease the object of love. The last type of fear is the fountainhead of Tagwa. A

devout believer ( ie: a Muttaqi) abjures all things that may displease Allah (SWT) or may in a way hinder the ascent of righteous soul towards higher
ranks of spirituality .

Another set of manifestations of Taqwa includes guidance, self-restraint, guarding ones tongue, hands, eyes, and heart against evil and sin. In
Surah Mohammad at Ayat 17, Allah (SWT) reminds,” But to those who receive guidance, He increases their guidance, and bestows on them their
piety and restraint (Taqwa).” Again in Surah Al-Hashr at Ayat 18, Allah (SWT) admonishes, “ O ye who believe fear Allah ( Attaqullah) and let
every soul look to what (provision) it has sent forth for the morrow. Yea, fear Allah (Attaqullah), for Allah is well —acquainted with all that ye do.”
The erudite interpreters of the Holy Quran explain these two Ayats to include guidance, self-restraint, eschewing evil, sin, injustice and doing positive
good and righteous deeds for the benefit of own soul. Allah (SWT) is fully aware of what we do and even the thoughts we harbor deep inside our
mind. Hence Taqwa is purity of thoughts and nobility of deeds on the part of a believer. From this perspective a Muttaqi is characterized by high level

of righteousness, piety and good conduct.



A Muttaqi is always grateful to Allah (SWT) not merely in terms of words but also in terms of noble thoughts and pious deeds. In the context
of battle of Badr, Allah (SWT) says: “ then fear Allah ( Tattaqun), thus may ye show your gratitude”. Surah Al-Imran , Ayat 123. Here Taqwa
signifies a noble means of showing gratitude to Allah (SWT). In every Raka of Salat we recite Surah Al-Fatiha, which starts with “ Alhamdulillah”,
which is an expression of sincere gratitude to Allah (SWT) for all the opportunities and blessings that He has most graciously bestowed upon us.

A Muttaqi is one who has perfectly perceived and devoutly established the relationship between himself (a created servant) and his Creator,
Lord, and Master. A Muttaqi makes it a life-long struggle to organize his earthly life and all thoughts, ideals, and activities in accordance with
Shariah. His constant awareness about accountability on the Day of Judgment keeps the Muttaqi on the road to Allah (SWT). He establishes a
spiritual balance between constant fear of overstepping the limits set by Allah (SWT) and enduring hope on Allah’s (SWT), mercy, grace and
forgiveness. A Muttaqi is ever conscious of the admonition, “Hold firmly to what We have given you, and bring (ever) to remembrance what is
therein (ie: the Holy Quran); perchance ye may fear Allah”. Surah Al- Aaraf, Ayat 171.

May Allah (SWT) give us the guidance to the way of meriting His grace, mercy, and blessings , so as to be able to order our life on the
role-model of a Muttaqi.

Mufleh R. Osmany

Chairman, The Islamic Research Society Bangladesh

Member, Executive Committee, Gulshan Central Masjid & Iddgah Society
Former Ambassador and Foreign Secretary, Govt. of Bangladesh
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Islam- A Realistic Interpretation

Muhammad Zafor

Islam is not a religion in the ordinary sense of the term. Normally religion means strong belief in some fundamentals, with prescription to practice
some rituals but without any well defined guidelines to be followed in practical life. On the other hand Islam is a comprehensive concept
incorporating both fundamental beliefs and a code of complete life. If religion is translated in Bengali as ‘dharmo’ meaning basic characteristics of a
matter, then Islam can be considered as a religion having such basic characteristics unique to itself. We can say that ‘dharmo’ of fire is to burn, °
dharmo’ of air is to blow, and ‘dharmo’ of water is to flow, so ‘dharmo’ of man is to act according to the basic characteristics with which he is
created which is called in Islamic theology as ‘ fitrat’ and so named in the holy ‘Quran’. In this sense Islam can be defined as a philosophy based on
some fundamental beliefs aimed at protecting the ‘fitrat’ and promoting the bond of relationship with the Creator and His creation for achieving

welfare in this world and salvation (‘najat’) in hereinafter ( ‘akhirat”).

In western perception, man is primarily conceived as selfish, brute and sin incarnate. Existing Christian philosophy holds that by having faith
in Christ one can come out of the state of born sinner. But Islam says that man is born with some good qualities and proper guidance will enhance his
chances to remain in the right path. The objectives of practicing prescribed ‘Ibadat’ (rituals like ¢ Salah’, ¢ Zakah’ , ‘Siam’ and ‘ Hajj’) and following
right ‘Muamalat’ in day to day life, are to protect and promote those basic qualities. In a ‘hadith’ our beloved prophet ( puh) said “Every child is born
with good qualities known as ‘fitrat’, but his parents (society) misguide him and lead him to the wrong track of ‘Zudaism’ or ‘Christianity’ or ‘Fire
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Worshipping’”. Basic fundamental good qualities of a man are- to have faith in the Creator, maintain brotherly relations with men and other units of
creation. ‘Ibadat’ are aimed at strengthening relations with the Creator while ‘Mualmalat’ are aimed at improving relations with men and other units

of creation.
Relations with the Creator

The word Islam means —to surrender. It is derived from the basic term of ‘Silm’ or ‘Salam’ meaning peace. In Islam one surrenders to the will
of the Creator — Allah, in order to achieve peace in both worlds. So, journey in Islam begins with strong faith in Almighty Allah and surrendering to
His will. The practical manifestation of this faith is to abide by His orders in every sphere of life as revealed through the Prophet Muhammad (pub),
collectively called ‘Shariah’. ‘Shariah’ has two branches- ‘Ibadat’ and ‘Muamalat’ — the former meaning all rituals as practical demonstration of

obedience to the Creator, and the latter showing the methods of behaving with fellow human beings and the society.

Through the practice of regular ‘Ibadat’ one can truly establish direct link with Almighty Allah and thereby gradually can arrive at a spiritual
stage when feels His existence. Islam believes, and rightly so, that a creation can not prove the existence of the Creator by placing reasons and
arguments, howsoever strong those might be. Of course one can feel Its existence by practicing ‘Ibadat’ in such form and sequence as has been
prescribed with full concentration and withdrawing the mind for the time being at least from all other things and powers that possess the human mind.
For this reason Islam has a prescribed method of direct worship without any other media to intervene in between. In a ‘Hadith’ the Prophet (pub) said
“Worship your Lord as if your are looking at him, if you can not see him, He surely sees you”. In another ‘Hadith’ it is stated that “Salah (Regular
five times prayer) is the ‘Miraj’ (journey to heaven to contact Allah) of every believer”. Prophet (pub) had direct contact with the Almighty Allah
during his ‘Miraj’. So, every believer can attain similar position during ‘Salah’. When a man attains that high level of spiritual standard, he always
feels the presence of the Creator around him and naturally refrains from all kinds of evil doings and bad practices. This perpetual fear of Allah that
protects him from wrong path is called ‘Taqwa’. Consequently a ‘Muttaqi’ possesses the qualities of a good citizen needed to build a prosperous and

peaceful society. Such a person is assured of ‘Najah’ after death and ‘falah’ ( welfare and success) before it.
Relations with man and other units of creation

The unique characteristics of Islam is its all comprehensive nature. It prescribes the method of having faith in the Creator and also
maintaining good relations with man and other units of creation. The fundamental principle in this respect is the concept that man and other units of
creation are created with some very basic characteristics, the crux of which is surrendering to the will of the Creator. In the holy ‘Quran’ it is clearly
stated that “Seven skies, the earth and whatever is there in between them are engaged in glorifying Him (Tasbih) and everything in this universe is
constantly praising Almighty Allah, though you do not understand this”( Verse-44,Surah-17). The only difference is the fact that man is given the
freedom to remain on the same line with other units or deviate from it. The system of ‘Ibadat’ and ‘Muamilat  in Islam are designed in such a way
that ensures protection of surrendering value of human beings so that they remain on the same wave length with other units of creation. This natural
way of practicing Islam is called ‘Deen’ in the holy Quran. In the holy ‘Quran’ Almighty Allah mentioned clearly “ Establish your face towards the
correct ‘Deen’ ( which is based on the nature). The nature with which man has been conditioned. There is no change in the creation of Allah. That is
the strong ‘Deen’ “(Verse- 30, Sura-30) If the harmonious relations with the Creator and the creation is maintained, then everywhere peace will
prevail. If not, then there will be chaos and conflict termed in the holy ‘Quran’ as ‘Fasad’.



In a verse of the holy ‘Quran’ it is openly declared that every other parts of this universe are following the path of ‘Deen’ and man in ultimate
analysis cannot go the other way. In the words of the holy ‘Quran’ “Do they want to have a way outside the ‘Deen’ of Allah, while everything else in
the sky and the earth has surrendered to Him willingly or unwillingly and all will return to Him” ( Verse- 83 , Surah-3). In another verse the holy *
Quran’ declared that “There appeared chaos and ‘fasad’ in the land and the sea due to some practices of man” (Verse-41, Surah-30). So, it is clear
that Islam prescribes a method of actions that ensures harmonious relations with Creator and creation. = However, creation consists of two organs-
Man and other Units. Islam has wide provisions of having good relations with man which can be termed as ‘Social brotherhood” . It also asked man
to maintain proper relations with other units of creation which may be described as ‘Natural Brotherhood’. For social brotherhood Islam prescribes
some common rights for all irrespective of religious belief. In a ‘Hadith’ Prophet (puh) said “Allah assists the man so long he assists his brother”.
Islamic injunctions to respect rights of the neighbours are also not based on religious consideration. For ‘Natural Brotherhood’ there are particular
guidelines to respects rights of animals, vegetation and other creation. In the holy ‘Quran’ destruction of vegetation has been condemned in equal
term with destruction of animal. Verse 205 of Surah 02, it is said “When they get power they start moving in the society, creating disorder by way
of destroying vegetation and animals. Allah does not like disorder”. In a ‘Hadith’ the Prophet (puh) said *“ Entire creation is the family of Almighty
Allah”.

Spiritual and social bearings of Islamic Rituals

Islamic fundamentals as explained above lead to the protection and promotion of basic human qualities that transform an individual into an
ideal man. A society consisting of such individuals will be free from all kinds of evils. It will also ensure protection of bio-diversity and sustainable
development by having smooth relations with all units of creation (nature). A man imbued with Islamic values will be dutiful to the Creator and His
creation at the same time. He will be mindful about rights of fellow human beings and other units of creation simultaneously. He will have peace in
this world and also hereinafter. In this way true objectives of Islam will be realized. Unfortunately, the preaching and understanding of Islam in our
society is not on its right track. Most of us consider Islam as a tool only for personal salvation after death forgetting its bearing for others and the

society.

Islam is based on five fundamental pillars — unflinching faith in the existence of Almighty Allah and Prophethood of Muhammad (pbuh),
Salah’, ‘Zakah’, ‘Siam’ (Fasting) and ‘Hajj’. The famous ‘Hadith-e- Jibril’ explained it very clearly and loudly. These rituals have manifold
objectives, both spiritual and social. But in most of the cases these rituals are performed only for narrow goal. We say prayers only for our own
benefits ignoring its role as a method of attaining that high spiritual standard that will enable him to have a direct link with the Creator and
transforming him into a fruitful and beneficial member of the society. At that level ‘Salah’ will prevent a man from unpleasant and indecent actions (‘
munkar) as mentioned in the verse- 45 of Surah-29. On further elevation one can use ‘Salah’ as a means to get all kinds of help from Almighty Allah.
In the holy ‘Quran’ it is stated “Seek assistance of Allah by ‘Salah’ and patience —Sab’r’ (Verse-45, Surah-2). On more elevation across spiritual
journey one feels a kind of enjoyment by joining prayer and other rituals. The Prophet (puh) said in a ‘Hadith’ “the prayer is cooling for my eye”.

In the same way we observe ‘Siam’ (fasting) only to gain good rewards (Sawab) from Allah on the day of judgment. We forget that ‘Siam’ is
an excellent method of coming closer to Almighty Allah and serving suffering humanity by sharing their pains and providing solace to them in
various ways. Our beloved prophet (pub) described it as a month of patience and sympathy. He also mentioned that “a man who does not left bad
practices and telling lies during Ramadan, his leaving of food and drink does not carry any meaning to Allah”. Fasting makes one closer to the Angels
who do not take food and also are free from all kinds of evil and sinful activities.

‘Zakah’ is another important basic pillar of Islam. Its meaning is — to increase and to purify. By paying’ Zakah’ wealth becomes pure from the
dirt associated with normal business and worldly activities. It also purifies the soul from the sins connected with spending more time in earning
wealth than remembering Allah —‘Jikrullah’. This is the main objective of the institute of ‘Zakah’. Poverty alleviation and assisting the needy, are its
bye products. Because if a man is purified he will always try to help others in various ways payment of ‘Zakah’ included. Putting much importance on
its economic aspect, makes it only a tool for achieving a limited goal. From another point of view, Zakah, is not a poor tax aiming at poverty
alleviation only. Its real function is to remove the personal and social hurdles that slow down the pace of economic activities. Six heads out of eight
heads of ‘Zakah’ clearly explain this aspect. It is a lubricant that keeps the wheels of economy running by cleaning them from different types of dirt
which gather in the way of its progress.

Hayjj is also one of the main pillars of Islam. It does not have any rigidly prescribed rituals except —‘Ihram’, ‘Tawaf” and ‘Stay at the Arafah.
Its sole objective is to present oneself before Almighty Allah uttering the words- ‘Labbaik’ — I am present before you. It is the highest manifestation
of the spiritual journey on earth and attainment. It makes one admit that he has left all worldly possessions and has arrived at the door of the Creator.
This feeling of closeness makes one a perfect Muslim and a fully qualified man to be true servant of Allah and the society. In a ‘Hadith’ it is stated
that “a man who performs ‘Hajj’ correctly, returns home with all his sins forgiven, just like a new born child”. So, he takes a fresh vow to start a new
life of a person devoted to the cause of the Creator and His creation. Most of us do not look into ‘Hajj’ from its real perspective and rather made it a



journey for pleasure and spending extra wealth gained by various means — legal and illegal.

In this way every prescribed ritual is an effective mechanism of establishing direct link with Almighty Allah and attaining very high spiritual
position which ultimately makes a man full ‘Muttaqi’ and good human being. Gaining good reward (Sawab) and ‘Jannat’ will be there as basic
benefit. But focusing only on this aspect deprives us of its full benefit.

Islam as a Complete Code of Life or a Code of Complete Life

Very often we say that Islam is a Complete Code of Life. It appears to me that it is partially true not fully. It means that if one does not follow

Islam, he can somehow leave in this world as his final suffering will be after his death. But in reality one cannot have any meaningful life without

following Islam even in this world. Because Islam and life are synonymous considering the fact that one cannot have a life outside the domain of

divinely fixed path. The message of verse No-83 of Surah-3 is clear in this respect. The verse No-179 of Surah-7, describes a man not following Islam
— worst than the animals. So, deviating from Islam means deviating from true vision of life.

Former Ambassador and Director General

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Govt. of Bangladesh
Adviser/Pro-VC, Royal University, Banani, Dhaka.
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